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Questioning a Poem

These questions will help you to reach the heart of a poem:

1.
Who is speaking in the poem?  

2.
What is the tone of the poem?  (tone is the poet’s attitude to the topic and the reader)

3.
To whom is the poet speaking?

4.
What is the setting of the poem?

5.
When does the poem take place?

6.
What mood is evoked by the poem?

7.
Does the point of view change in the poem?

8.
How does the poem make you feel?

9.
Do you like the poem?  Why or why not?

10.
What is the poem attempting to say?  What insight, truth, moment of observation emerges from the poem?

Other points to consider:

(
the form of the poem (such as lyric, narrative...)

(
the imagery and why it is effective

(
the diction and why it is effective

(
any symbols within the poem

(
examples of figures of speech (such as metaphor, simile, personification...)

(
examples of rhetorical devices (such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, consonance)

