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Ms. Wood
Poetry:  General Notes

KINDS OF POEMS (CLASSIFICATION)

NARRATIVE:  a recording of events


1.  EPIC:  a long narrative poem about the deeds of a traditional or 


historical hero or heroes of high station.


2.  BALLAD:  a narrative poem, usually simple and fairly short, originally


designed to be sung.

LYRIC:  a subjective poem expressing the thoughts and especially the feelings of

a single speaker.


1.  SONG:  a poem in a regular metrical pattern designed to be sung.


2.  ELEGY:  a dignified poem mourning the death of an individual or


of all people.


3.  ODE:  a lyric poem of some length, serious in subject and dignified in


style;  a poem praising someone or something.


4.  SONNET:  a verse form containing fourteen lines.



Types of sonnets:



a)  PETRARCHAN (ITALIAN) SONNET:  




- divided into two parts





1.  first eight lines, called the octave, contains the





problem or theme which the sonnet will develop.






- rhyme scheme abbaabba





2.  last six lines, called the sestet, attempts to solve





the problem posed in the octave.






- rhyme scheme cdecde or cdcdcd



b)  SHAKESPEAREAN (ENGLISH) SONNET:




- divided into 3 quatrains and a concluding couplet.




- rhyme scheme abab, cdcd, efef, gg or abba, cddc, effe, gg




- final couplet expresses the central theme of the poem.

DESCRIPTIVE:  an impersonal word painting;  the poet is more interested in

depicting a scene than his own emotions.

DRAMATIC:  tells a story by means of speech and action.

SPECIAL KINDS OF POEMS:

1.  DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE:  a poem consisting of words of a single 


character, who reveals in his speech his own nature and the dramatic


situation.  It reveals place, time, and identities of the characters and gives


the psychology of the speaker at a significant moment.


2.  ANALOGY:  an explanation of one thing by comparing it point by point


with something else.


3.  ALLEGORY:  an extended narrative which carries second meaning along


with its surface story;  the people and/or events are symbolic.

POETIC FORMS:  GENERAL TERMINOLOGY
1.  Blank verse:  lines in unrhymed iambic pentameter.

2.  Free verse: no consistency in line length, metre, rhyme or stanza form.

3.  Couplet:  a stanza of two lines.

4.  Heroic or classical couplet:  a pair of rhymed iambic pentameter lines.

5.  Tercet:  a stanza of three lines, generally connected by rhyme with another tercet.

6.  Quatrain:  a stanza consisting of four lines.

7.  Sestet:  a poem or stanza of six lines.

8.  Septet:  a poem or stanza of seven lines.  

FIGURES OF SPEECH:







RHETORICAL DEVICES
· those devices which depend on their effect more upon the ear than on the mind.

1.  ALLITERATION:  the repetition of consonant sounds, usually at the beginning of words.

e.g.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.





To sit in solemn silence in a dull, dark dock.

2.  ASSONANCE:  the close repetition of similar vowel sounds, usually in

stressed syllables.
e.g.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,




How I wonder what you are.

3.  REPETITION:  the repeating of a key word, phrase, or lines of a poem in

order to emphasize its importance.




e.g. 
Alone, alone, all, all, alone,





Alone on a wide, wide sea!

4.  ONOMATOPOEIA:  imitative harmony;  the use of words whose sounds

seem to express or reinforce their meanings.




e.g.
Over the cobbles, he clattered and clashed in the dark.




Words such as hiss, bang, meow, moo, crash, smack, etc...

FIGURATIVE (OR LITERARY) DEVICES

· those devices which appeal more to the mind than the ear.

1.  ALLUSION:  a reference, usually brief, to a presumably familiar person or thing.



e.g.
Robert Frost’s poem “Out, Out...” refers to Macbeth.  

2.  CLICHE:  a overused expression which has lost its vitality and, sometimes, its original meaning.




e.g.
He was as cool as a cucumber.





“Not!”

3.  EUPHEMISM:  to express a disagreeable or unpleasant fact in agreeable language.



e.g.
death = the departed one’s demise





          = the deceased is at rest.

4.  HYPERBOLE:  emphasis achieved by deliberate exaggeration.


e.g.
I was scared to death!





She laughed her head off.

5.  IRONY:  expresses a meaning contradictory to the stated one;  veiled sarcasm; a concealed meaning lies beneath the surface statement.


e.g.
Saddam Hussein is an honourable man.





Such generosity as yours overwhelms me.
6.  METAPHOR:  a comparison between two things that is suggested or implied.




e.g.  
Life is a highway; All the world’s a stage.



The arm of a chair.

7.  METONYMY:  the use of the name of some object or idea that is substituted for another name with which it has some relation.


e.g.  
Ottawa will make the decision regarding the new gun law. 




(Ottawa = government)





Let out more canvas.   (canvas = sail)




The pen is mightier than the sword.





(pen = literature; sword = physical force)
 8.  OXYMORON:  the combination of two apparently contradictory words.




e.g.
She is terribly happy; 
Honest politics (!); O loving hate!

 9.  PARADOX:  a statement which, although it appears self-contradictory, contains a basis of truth in it.



e.g.
More haste, less speed.

10.  PERSONIFICATION:  to give inanimate objects or abstract ideas human qualities.



e.g.
The gray-eyed morn smiles on the frowning night.





Death, be not proud.

11.  PUN:  word play using:


1.  the use of a word with two different meanings.

2.  the similarity of meaning of two words spelled differently, but pronounced the same.

3.  two words pronounced and spelled somewhat the same, but containing different meanings.




e.g.
Q:  Why was the baby cookie crying?




A:  Because his mother was a wafer so long!!

12.  SYNECDOCHE:  a phrase in which a part represents the whole object or idea.



e.g.
All hands on deck!            
Lend me your ears.
13.  SIMILE:  a direct comparison between things, often using the words as, like, than, as ... as, or so ... as.



e.g.  
His words fell soft, like snow upon the ground.





Your face, my thane, is as a book where men may read





strange matters.
14.  UNDERSTATEMENT:  a deliberate understatement;  makes an assertion about something by denying its opposite.



e.g.
It’s no easy feat to walk a tightrope.





Mr. Darby is a fairly tall man.
